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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

 

Andrew Porter, The Imagined Life
6–7 PM | Ron Robinson Theater
Moderator: Jeffrey Condran
Sponsored by UA Little Rock School of Literary and Performing Arts

Fiction: Andrew Porter is the author of the story collections 
The Disappeared and The Theory of Light and Matter, as well 
as the novels In Between Days and The Imagined Life. He 

has received a Pushcart Prize and the Flannery 
O’Connor Award for Short Fiction, and his work 
has appeared in The Best American Short Stories 
anthology, Ploughshares, and the Southern Review, 
and on NPR’s Selected Shorts. He teaches at 
Trinity University in San Antonio. In The Imagined 

Life, Steve Mills’s wife and son have left, and they may not return. Which 
leaves him determined to find out what happened to his own father, a brilliant, 
charismatic professor who disappeared in 1984 when Steve was twelve. Steve 
drives up the coast of California, seeking out his father’s friends, family members, 
and former colleagues, and each conversation in the present reveals another 
layer of his father’s past, another insight into his disappearance. And, with every 
insight, Steve must confront truths about his own life.

Deesha Philyaw, The True Confessions of First Lady Freeman
7:30–8:30 PM | Ron Robinson Theater
Moderator: Jessica McDaniel
Sponsored by the Hendrix-Murphy Foundation

Fiction: Deesha Philyaw’s debut short-story collection The 
Secret Lives of Church Ladies won the PEN/Faulkner Award 
for Fiction, the Story Prize, and the LA Times Book Prize’s 

Art Seidenbaum Award for First Fiction and was 
a finalist for the National Book Award for Fiction. 
Philyaw, who is the co-host of podcasts Ursa 
Short Fiction (with Dawnie Walton) and Reckon 
True Stories (with Kiese Laymon), is currently 
at work developing TV shows based on her 

short fiction. In the much-anticipated, splendidly unruly debut novel The True 
Confessions of First Lady Freeman, the wife of a popular and powerful mega-
church pastor upends her charmed “rags-to-Rolex” life when her secretive past 
comes roaring into the spotlight.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1
Governor Andy Beshear,  
Go and Do Likewise: How We Heal a Broken Country
9–10 AM | Ron Robinson Theater
Moderator: Coach John Calipari

Join Governor Andy Beshear for a hopeful conversation 
about reclaiming faith as a force for good instead of 
harm and healing a divided nation through our shared 

values. Centered around his new book, Go and 
Do Likewise: How We Heal a Broken Country, 
Governor Beshear will share stories of healing, 
justice, forgiveness, welcoming, and moral clarity. 
In Go and Do Likewise, Governor Beshear shares 
what his own faith has meant to him, how it has 

informed his family and his public life—and serves as a rebuke to how faith has 
been hijacked, profaned, misused, and corrupted by Donald Trump and other 
public figures. By regrounding faith in compassion and kindness, Beshear believes 
we can start to heal as a country. Whether you support organized religion or 
simply believe in the golden rule, this discussion is a powerful reminder of the 
values that can truly unite us. 
Governor Andy Beshear is a born-and-raised Kentuckian. Before he was elected 
Governor in 2019, Andy served as the state’s Attorney General since 2015, working 
as a lawyer on behalf of the government for the people of Kentucky. Andy and his 
wife, Britainy, have two children, Will and Lila, and dog Winnie. His family attends 
Beargrass Christian Church, where both Andy and Britainy serve as deacons. He is 
a graduate of Vanderbilt with a bachelor’s in political science and anthropology and 
holds a Juris Doctorate from the University of Virginia law school.

Molly Irani, Service Ready
12–1 PM | Rock It! Lab
Moderator: Leah Patterson
Sponsored by Bank of America

Nonfiction: Molly Irani is the cofounder and chief culture 
officer of the James Beard Award–winning Chai Pani 
Restaurant Group in Asheville, North Carolina. She is 

responsible for the business’s groundbreaking 
culture, management style, community 
engagement, and “mindblasting” hospitality. She 
lives in Asheville with her husband and business 
partner, Meherwan Irani. In Service Ready, Irani 
takes readers on an inspiring journey to the heights 

of culinary and professional success. While she and her husband learned their 
way into running a restaurant, Irani created a groundbreaking work culture with 
industry-leading retention rates. They have fostered a loyal team and legions 
of fans, and have since launched multiple Chai Pani locations, the fast-growing 
spin-off Botiwalla, and the popular spice business Spicewalla.

Charly Palmer Exhibit Reception
5:30–7 PM | Hearne Fine Art/Pyramid Art, Books & Custom Framing
Sponsored by Hearne Fine Art and Pyramid Art, Books & Custom Framing

Join us at Hearne Fine Art/Pyramid Art, Books & Custom 
Framing for an exhibit featuring the work of artist and 
illustrator Charly Palmer. Palmer is a Coretta Scott 
King John Steptoe New Talent Award winner and the 

author-illustrator of The Legend of Gravity. His 
latest book, How Sweet the Sound, celebrates 
the history and influence of Black music in 
America through his distinctive illustrations. 

Beronda L. Montgomery, When Trees Testify: Science,  
Wisdom, History, and America’s Black Botanical Legacy  
David George Haskell, How Flowers Made Our World
6–7 PM | Ron Robinson Theater
Moderator: Karama Neal
Sponsored by The Rebsamen Fund

Nonfiction: Beronda L. Montgomery is writer, science 
communicator, and plant biologist. Named one of the journal 
Cell’s Inspiring Black Scientists in America and awarded 

the 2021 Cynthia Westcott Scientific Writing 
Award, the 2022 Adolph E. Gude, Jr. Award for 
outstanding service to the science of plant biology, 
and the 2023 Hutchinson Medal of the Chicago 
Horticultural Society, Montgomery is author of 
Lessons from Plants. In When Trees Testify: Science, 

Wisdom, History, and America’s Black Botanical Legacy, Montgomery explores 
the ways seven trees—as well as the cotton shrub—are intertwined with Black 
history and culture, and how they have shaped America since the beginning.

Nonfiction: David George Haskell is a writer and biologist 
acclaimed for his lyrical explorations of the living world. 
Haskell is a two-time finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in General 

Nonfiction, and his other literary awards include 
an Award in Literature from the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters. How Flowers Made 
Our World explores and celebrates the creative 
powers of flowers, combining lyrical writing, sensual 
exploration, and the latest in scientific research to 

explore some of the most consequential life-forms ever to have evolved, showing 
how our planet came to be and how it thrives today.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2
Kevin Brockmeier, The Ghost Variations
12–1 PM | Virtual
Moderator: Michael Cook
Sponsored by the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

Fiction: Kevin Brockmeier is the author of nine books of 
(mostly) fiction, most recently a collection of one hundred 
very short ghost stories called The Ghost Variations. He 

has participated in the Six Bridges Book Festival 
each year since its inception. His work has 
been translated into eighteen languages, and he 
divides his time between Little Rock, where he 
was raised, and Iowa City, where he is a professor 
at the Iowa Writers’ Workshop.  

Porter Fund Literary Prize  
& Booker Worthen Literary Prize
Honoring Jeffrey Condran and Eli Cranor
5–7 PM | Main Library, Darragh Center
Celebrate Arkansas literary achievement at the presentation of 
two of the state’s prestigious literary honors. The Porter Fund 
Literary Prize recognizes an Arkansas writer for an accomplished 
body of work, while the Booker Worthen Literary Prize honors an 
outstanding work of fiction or nonfiction by an Arkansas author.
This year’s recipients are Jeffrey Condran, Porter Fund Literary Prize,  
and Eli Cranor, Booker Worthen Literary Prize.

SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

Midday MixSix Bridges

Special Edition

Live music from Brae Leni and the Redd Shoee Creww
12–2 PM | Main Library, 6th Floor, Rooftop Terrace

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
Little Readers Rock: 
A Six Bridges Book Festival Family Event
10 AM–1 PM | Main Library, Martin Children’s Center
Get ready for a celebration designed just for kids! Little Readers Rock is 
all about sparking a love of reading in young children. Families can enjoy 
hands-on activities, interactive games, and the chance to meet authors 
who bring stories to life.
Join us for a joyful day dedicated to building strong reading skills— 
and a lifelong love of books.
Presented in partnership with the Junior League of Little Rock.

FEATURED SESSIONS:
Razan Abdin, Splendidly Sawsan
10:30–11 AM | Main Library, Children’s Center 
Sponsored by CALS Youth Programming

Fiction: Razan Abdin is a Palestinian writer who 
grew up in Arkansas while spending many summers 
in her ancestral homeland. Debut picture book 
Splendidly Sawsan follows Sawsan, a vivacious 

neurodivergent child who sees the 
world a little differently—and maybe 
that’s a pretty splendid thing.

Charly Palmer, How Sweet the Sound
11:30 AM–12 PM | Main Library, Children’s Center

Nonfiction: Charly Palmer is a fine artist, an 
illustrator, the winner of the Coretta Scott King 
John Steptoe New Talent Award for Mama Africa!, 
and author-illustrator of The Legend of Gravity. 

He studied art and design at the 
American Academy of Art and fine 
art at School of the Art Institute, 
both in Chicago. The stunningly 
illustrated How Sweet the Sound 
celebrates the history of Black 
music in America and features 

artists ranging from Miles Davis to Kendrick Lamar. Scream with James 
Brown and bop your head to Grandmaster Flash and the Furious Five 
while looking for the 80+ references to artists like Robert Johnson, Ella 
Fitzgerald, Jimi Hendrix, Whitney Houston, Lauryn Hill, and Beyoncé.

Six Bridges Book Festival Kickoff Party
6:30–8:30 PM | Main Library, 5th Floor

Sponsored by ProSmart Printing

Kick off the Six Bridges Book Festival in style! Join us for our annual 
literary soirée, where you can mingle with festival authors, enjoy  

lively music, and savor refreshments in a festive atmosphere.
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Alex George, In the Mood to Bake
10–11 AM | Main Library, Demonstration Kitchen
Moderator: Stephanie Maxwell Newton
Sponsored by PLATED: The Arkansas Dining Guide

Nonfiction: Alex George, known online as Lily P Crumbs, 
is a recipe developer, baker, and content creator. After 
being diagnosed with Ewing sarcoma at 22, she rediscovered 

baking during treatment as both a creative 
outlet and a source of stability. Her science-
minded but playful approach, seen in everything 
from her viral cookie-ranking spreadsheet to 
Pop-Tart pop-ups and signature dessert riffs, 
has earned her a devoted following. In her debut 

cookbook, she shares recipes and ideas drawing on nostalgia, imagination, and the 
simple joy of making something delicious, showing what happens when curiosity, 
science, nostalgia, and a whole lot of resilience meet in the kitchen.

Madeline Taylor, Heir of Illusion; Hannah Whitten, Reliquary
10–11 AM | Main Library, Darragh Center
Moderator: Cat Vaughter

Fiction: Madeline Taylor is a fantasy romance author with a 
degree in English literature and creative writing. She loves to 
escape reality whenever possible, so reading and writing are 

great outlets for her. The fantasy-romance novel 
Heir of Illusion reveals an alliance between enemies 
and a weapon of untold power, giving rise to a bond 
that could rewrite fate. A fae assassin with the 
power of illusion, sworn to a king she despises, faces 
an enigmatic grim reaper searching for freedom. 

Enemies collide in an unlikely alliance, brimming with desire and destruction.
Fiction: Hannah Whitten has been writing to amuse 
herself since she could hold a pen. Her books have been 
international bestsellers and translated into multiple 

languages. When she’s not writing, she’s reading, 
watching horror movies, or chasing her feral 
children. Reliquary is the story of Claire, a 
woman set adrift by the loss of her temper-
amental fiancé. When his wealthy estranged 
family invites her to a wake on their private 

island estate, Harrow Point, Claire sees it as an opportunity to finally find the 
belonging she’s always wanted. But something old and hungry is waiting in 
Harrow Point, and belonging comes with a price.

Hope Coulter, Rumors of Peace
10–11 AM | Main Library, Adult Programming Room
Moderator: Sandy Longhorn

Fiction: Hope Coulter’s work includes poetry collection 
The Wheel of Light and two novels. Among her honors 
are Meringoff Awards in nonfiction and poetry and 

the Porter Prize. Coulter taught at Hendrix 
College for 32 years before retiring in 2025. 
Coulter’s new story collection Rumors of Peace 
lifts up questions of agency and growth in the 
fractured American South. Centering the stories 
we spin to sustain our versions of self, it is about 

generational myth-building and how people, girls and women in particular, 
inhabit narratives in the process of authoring their lives.

Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney, Lake Effect;  
Judy Batalion, The Last Woman of Warsaw;  
Tolani Akinola, Leave Your Mess at Home
11:30 AM–12:30 PM | Ron Robinson Theater
Moderator: Rebekah Lewis

Fiction: Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney is the author of the New 
York Times bestselling novels The Nest and Good Company. 
Her work has been translated into more than 28 languages, 

and The Nest is in development as a limited series 
with AMC Studios. Sweeney, who holds an MFA 
from the Bennington Writing Seminars, lives with 
her husband in New York City. In Lake Effect, 
Nina is given a copy of The Joy of Sex by her newly 
divorced friend. Just as her oldest child, Clara, is 

falling in love for the first time, Nina finds herself longing for the forbidden: a 
midlife awakening. An intoxicating fling with a prominent neighbor brings Nina a 
freedom she never thought possible—but also risks the reputations of both families 
and unravels Clara’s world, just as she stands on the threshold of adulthood.

Fiction: Judy Batalion is the author of several award-winning 
works of nonfiction, most recently the New York Times 
bestselling history The Light of Days, which won a National 

Jewish Book Award. The Last Woman of Warsaw 
is her first novel. Set in the dazzling and sophisti-
cated pre-war capital of Poland, The Last Woman 
of Warsaw follows two very different young Jewish 
women—Fanny, a feisty fashion photographer, and 
Zosia, a political activist. The women are unexpect-

edly thrown together on a rescue mission and develop an unlikely and powerful 
friendship as they search for love, freedom, and a sense of home.

Fiction: Tolani Akinola, a Reese’s Book Club LitUp 
Fellow, holds a BA from the University of Chicago and 
an MPH from the Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public 

Health. She lives outside of Atlanta. In the novel 
Leave Your Mess at Home, when the four Longe 
siblings find themselves together again at their 
Nigerian immigrant parents’ Thanksgiving table, 
a decade’s worth of secrets and a lifetime of 
resentments explode to the fore.

Jess Gutierrez, Adulting for Amateurs
11:30 AM–12:30 PM | Main Library, Adult Programming Room
Moderator: Alison McKeever

Nonfiction: Jess Gutierrez is a speaker and former 
journalist whose work has been published in the Northwest 
Arkansas Times, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, Siloam Springs 

Herald Leader, and Fayetteville Free Weekly and 
who has earned awards from the Arkansas Press 
Association. She lives in Northwest Arkansas with 
her firefighter wife who is way cooler than she is, 
their three wild kids, a surly bulldog named Hank, 
and some kittens, rabbits, and chickens. Adulting 

for Amateurs is a rowdy and hilarious collection of essays on life as an elder 
Millennial, filled with life lessons on everything from marriage to parenting to 
rolling with the punches when Gen Z mocks your TikTok dances.

Eli Cranor, Where I’m Writing From: Selected Columns
11:30 AM–12:30 PM | Main Library, Darragh Center
Moderator: Phillip Martin

Nonfiction: Bestselling novelist Eli Cranor lives on the 
banks of Lake Dardanelle and teaches creative writing 
at Arkansas Tech University. His work has been included 

on “best of the year” lists from the New York 
Times, USA Today, Amazon Editors, and others. 
For the first time, Cranor’s acclaimed Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette column “Where I’m Writing 
From” is collected in one volume. A love letter to 
Arkansas and a testament to the power of showing 

up, Where I’m Writing From offers a front-row seat to the messy, beautiful 
reality of a life lived in pursuit of finding the perfect word.

James H. McCommons, The Feather Wars;  
Ragan Sutterfield, Watch and Wonder: Birding as a Spiritual Practice
1–2 PM | Ron Robinson Theater
Moderator: Jodi Morris
Sponsored by the Alan Ross Kumpe Memorial Endowment

Nonfiction: James H. McCommons is a professor emeritus 
at Northern Michigan University and a veteran journalist, 
specializing in ecological, environmental, and travel topics. 

His writing has appeared in the New York Times, 
Los Angeles Times, Minneapolis Star Tribune, 
Audubon, and Discover, among other publications. 
An entertaining and expansive work of American 
history, The Feather Wars is the incredible story of 
how disparate characters—progressive politicians, 

free-thinking society belles, nature writers and artists, bird-loving U.S. presidents, 
gunmakers, business titans, and brave game wardens—came together to save 
hundreds of species of birds, forever altering the American landscape.

Nonfiction: Ragan Sutterfield, whose previous books 
include This Is My Body, The Art of Being a Creature, 
Wendell Berry and the Given Life, and Cultivating Reality, 

is an Episcopal priest at Christ Church in Little 
Rock. In Watch and Wonder: Birding as a Spiritual 
Practice, Sutterfield has his vision opened by a 
rare flycatcher, learns the power of naming while 
watching shorebirds, and forges friendships at the 
Christmas Bird Count. Following a birder’s year, 

he draws on his three decades of experience to explore the ways in which birding 
touches our souls and hearts to form us into better humans.

Mary Lisa Gavenas, Selling Opportunity: The Story of Mary Kay
1–2 PM | Main Library, Adult Programming Room
Moderator: Amy Bradley-Hole
Sponsored by Boyette Strategic Advisors

Nonfiction: Mary Lisa Gavenas, author of Color Stories: 
Behind the Scenes of America’s Billion-Dollar Beauty Industry, 
has been cited as an expert commentator on the beauty 

business and female entrepreneurship (CBS, 
NBC, CNN, BBC-4). A former senior editor 
at Glamour, InStyle, and Mirabella, and columnist 
for Elle, she has contributed to the New York 
Times Magazine, Fast Company, and other national 
outlets. As the only woman in Forbes’ Greatest 

Business Stories of All Time and the first woman to chair a company on the New 
York Stock Exchange, Mary Kay Ash has a life story that reads like a Barbara 
Taylor Bradford novel. Based on fifteen years of research, Selling Opportunity: 
The Story of Mary Kay gives us a page-turning rags-to-riches story set against 
the backdrop of direct selling in all its overstated, over-the-top glory.

SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3

Beverly Gage, This Land Is Your Land: A Road Trip through U.S. History
Kathleen DuVal, Native Nations: A Millennium in North America 
Robert Parkinson, Tyrants and Rogues: Understanding the 
Declaration of Independence
10–11 AM | Ron Robinson Theater
Moderator: Kelly Houston Jones
Sponsored in Memory of Buddy Villines

Nonfiction: Beverly Gage is the John Lewis Gaddis 
Professor of History at Yale. Her book G-Man: J. Edgar 
Hoover and the Making of the American Century received 

the 2023 Pulitzer Prize for Biography. This Land 
Is Your Land: A Road Trip through U.S. History 
offers an on-the-road, behind-the-steering-
wheel retelling of 250 years of U.S. history, 
starting at Philadelphia’s Revolution-era historic 
sites and ending at Disneyland in the 20th-cen-

tury California dream. Reckoning with all 250 years of American national 
history, it also has some fun along the way.

Nonfiction: Kathleen DuVal, who grew up in Fayetteville 
and is a history professor at UNC-Chapel Hill, is a 
Guggenheim Fellow and has written for the Atlantic, Time, 

the New York Times, and the Wall Street Journal. 
She appeared in the recent Ken Burns film The 
American Revolution. Pulitzer Prize–winning 
Native Nations: A Millennium in North America 
explores the time before the colonization of 
North America, when Indigenous Americans built 

diverse civilizations and adapted to a changing world in ways that reverberated 
globally, vividly recounting how the sovereignty and influence of Native peoples 
has remained—and will continue far into the future.

Nonfiction: Robert Parkinson is professor of history 
at Binghamton University and the author of books 
including Heart of American Darkness: A Story of Murder 

and Revolution on the Early Frontier. Tyrants 
and Rogues: Understanding the Declaration of 
Independence is a narrative exploration of the 27 
grievances listed in the document. It provides a 
“rogues’ gallery” of the American Revolution, 
delving into the people—the British rogues and 

tyrants—that lay behind each of the charges the Continental Congress listed as 
the reasons for America leaving the British Empire.

A Celebration of Local Authors
10 AM–12 PM | Main Library, 1st Floor
Featuring Betsy Singleton Snyder, Gayle Fiser, Susan Gooch, Kathryn 
Tennison, Marshall Cunningham, Stephanie Saunders, Marvin Schwartz



Uchenna Awoke, A Siege of Owls; Daria Lavelle, Aftertaste
4–5 PM | Main Library, Adult Programming Room
Moderator: Daniel Ford

Fiction: Uchenna Awoke lives and writes in Nsukka, 
Nigeria. His short stories have appeared in Transition, 
Elsewhere Lit, Trestle Ties, Oyster River Pages, the Evergreen 

Review, and others. As the inaugural Arkansas 
International Writer-at-Risk Residency Fellow, 
he currently lives in Fayetteville. A Siege of Owls 
is an urgent and unforgettable work of magical 
realism following a young man coming of age 
in rural West Africa as he bears witness to the 

violence, upheaval, and hope in a rapidly changing society.
Fiction: Daria Lavelle is a speculative-fiction writer whose 
work has appeared in such outlets as LitHub, People.com, 
the Deadlands, and the Dread Machine. Born in Ukraine 

and raised in the New York metro area, she holds 
degrees in writing from Princeton University and 
Sarah Lawrence College. In Lavelle’s debut novel, 
Aftertaste, when Konstantin Duhovny cooks a dish 
tied to a memory of someone deceased, he can 
summon their ghost back for one final meal. But 

what begins as a thrilling gift quickly spins out of control when he decides to open 
a restaurant that promises to reunite the Living and the Dead. Deliciously unique 
and deeply emotional, Aftertaste is an epic love story and a genre-blending 
adventure through eating, grieving, and the moments that make us feel alive.

Jordan Harper, A Violent Masterpiece; S. A. Cosby, King of Ashes
4–5 PM | Ron Robinson Theater
Moderator: Eli Cranor
Sponsored by the CALS Used Book Sale

Fiction: Jordan Harper is the author of Everybody Knows, 
the Edgar-Award winning She Rides Shotgun, and Love and 
Other Wounds. Born and educated in Missouri, he now lives 

in Los Angeles, where he works as a writer and 
producer for television. A Violent Masterpiece tells 
the story of Los Angeles power brokers and those 
at the edge—and a single shattering incident 
that threatens to bring it all crashing down. LA 
is ready to explode: A Hollywood pedophile is 

arrested and is ready to tear down the city to get his freedom. A young woman 
goes missing—and men in black rubber gloves who look like cops clean out her 
apartment in the middle of the night. And the serial killer known as the LA 
Ripper is on the loose. Three people will find themselves coming together to 
unite these strands into one enormous, unspeakable crime.

Fiction: S. A. Cosby is a New York Times bestselling writer 
from southeastern Virginia. He is the author of All the 
Sinners Bleed, which was on more than forty Best of the 

Year lists, including Barack Obama’s, as well as 
an Edgar Award finalist for Razorblade Tears and 
Los Angeles Times Book Prize winner for Blacktop 
Wasteland. In King of Ashes, when eldest son 
Roman Carruthers is summoned home after his 
father’s car accident, he finds his brother Dante 

in debt to dangerous criminals and his sister Neveah exhausted from holding 
the family—and the family business—together. When it becomes clear that 
the crash that landed their father in a coma was no accident and that Dante’s 
recklessness has placed them all in real danger, Roman realizes that he has only 
one thing left to offer to save his brother: his own particular set of skills. Roman 
begins his work while Neveah tries to uncover the long-ago mystery of their 
mother’s disappearance when they were teenagers.
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SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
Benjamin Hale, Cave Mountain:  
A Disappearance and a Reckoning in the Ozarks
2:30–3:30 PM | Main Library, Darragh Center
Moderator: Tippi McCullough
Sponsored by the John David Coulter Memorial Fund

Nonfiction: Benjamin Hale is the author of the novel 
The Evolution of Bruno Littlemore and the short-fiction 
collection The Fat Artist. His writing has appeared in 

Harper’s, the Paris Review, the New York Times, 
and more. He teaches at Bard College and lives in 
New York’s Hudson Valley. The true-crime story 
recounted in Cave Mountain: A Disappearance 
and a Reckoning in the Ozarks begins in 2001 in 
the Arkansas Ozarks. Six-year-old Haley—the 

author’s cousin—gets lost on a mountain trail, prompting what was at the time 
the largest search and rescue mission in the state’s history. Her disappearance—
and her account, after she was found, of the “imaginary friend” she met in the 
woods—eventually becomes connected to another dark and bizarre story that 
took place in the same wilderness more than twenty years earlier.

Emily Soderberg, How to Talk to Your Dog About Murder;  
Karen Dukess, Welcome to Murder Week
2:30–3:30 PM | Main Library, Adult Programming Room
Moderator: Katherine Whitworth Stewart
Sponsored by the CALS Foundation

Fiction: Emily Soderberg was born and raised in Little Rock, 
only moving away to attend Washington University. She 
has lived in St. Louis ever since, spending her free time up 

in the air as an aerial coach. How to Talk to Your 
Dog About Murder is her debut novel. In How to 
Talk to Your Dog About Murder, dogs are better 
behaved than people. Nikki Jackson-Ramanathan, 
a pet behaviorist, is invited to consult with Mrs. Van 
Meer, who is worried about her elderly hound dog 

and has plenty of cash to burn. When Mrs. Van Meer turns up dead and the cops 
start dogging Nikki’s every step, she resolves to catch the real killer.

Fiction: Karen Dukess is the USA Today bestselling author 
of The Last Book Party and contributed to the anthology 
Ladies in Waiting: Jane Austen’s Unsung Characters. She 

is also the host of the Castle Hill Author Talks, a 
podcast of Truro Center for the Arts on Cape 
Cod. She lives near New York City with her 
family. Welcome to Murder Week is a novel about 
an American woman who travels to the English 
countryside after discovering tickets her late 

mother had purchased for a murder mystery simulation in a small British town. 
She teams up with two other solo travelers, both ardent mystery lovers, to solve 
the “crime” and also unravels shocking truths about her mother’s life, falling 
into a romance along the way.

Ayana Gray, Hawk and Sparrow; Alix E. Harrow, The Everlasting
2:30–3:30 PM | Ron Robinson Theater
Moderator: Danielle Afsordeh
Sponsored by the Dr. Elizabeth Fletcher Dishongh Charitable Trust

Fiction: Ayana Gray is a New York Times bestselling author 
of speculative fiction. Her critically acclaimed works have 
been translated into more than a dozen languages across 

five continents. Originally from Atlanta, Georgia, 
she now lives and writes in Arkansas. In Hawk 
and Sparrow, Vesper Evans has always resented 
Basalton’s high society and the sorcery that 
provides them with a luxurious life unimaginable 
to most. Orphaned as a child and rescued by the 

editor of the Basalton Globe, Vesper is now an ambitious reporter determined 
to keep her newspaper afloat. As she and wealthy industrialist Maximilian Kite 
unearth the city’s secrets and scandals in search of a murderer, Vesper finds 
herself in grave danger—while falling for one of the most infuriating, arrogant, 
handsome men she has ever met.

Fiction: Alix E. Harrow is the New York Times bestselling 
author of The Ten Thousand Doors of January, The Once 
and Future Witches, Starling House, The Everlasting, and 

an upcoming collection of short fiction. From 
Kentucky, she now lives in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
with her husband and their two semi-feral kids. In 
The Everlasting, Sir Una Everlasting was Dominion’s 
greatest hero: the orphaned girl who became a 
knight, who died for queen and country. Her legend 

lives on in songs and stories, in children’s books and recruiting posters—but her 
life as it truly happened has been forgotten. Centuries later, Owen Mallory—
failed soldier, struggling scholar—falls in love with her story, which takes him to 
war, to the archives—and then into the past itself.

Sarah Damoff, The Burning Side;  
Nikesha Elise Williams, The Seven Daughters of Dupree
4–5 PM | Main Library, Darragh Center
Moderator: Isis Pettway
Sponsored by Little Rock Public Radio

Fiction: Sarah Damoff is the author of The Bright Years, 
which was a USA Today bestseller and is being translated into 
twelve languages. She lives with her husband and children in 

Texas, where she has been a social worker. A family 
saga suffused with humor, longing, and heartbreak, 
The Burning Side is a novel about what we inherit 
and what we choose, about forgiveness and the 
ache of being known. It is, above all, about the 
meaning of home and the costs of long love.

Fiction: Nikesha Elise Williams is a two-time Emmy 
Award–winning producer, an award-winning author, and 
the producer and host of the Black and Published podcast 

with work published in the Washington Post, 
Essence, and Vox. A Chicago native, she lives 
in Florida with her family. The Seven Daughters 
of Dupree is a sweeping multi-generational epic 
following seven generations of Dupree women 
as they navigate love, loss, and the unyielding 

ties of family. It’s 1995, and 14-year-old Tati is determined to uncover the 
identity of her father. But her mother, Nadia, keeps her secrets close, while her 
grandmother Gladys remains silent about the family’s past. As Tati digs deeper, 
she uncovers a legacy of family secrets, where every generation of Dupree 
women has posed more questions than answers.

Mayukh Sen & Charlotte Druckman, Love in the Afternoon,  
and Evening: Essays and Conversations on Soap Operas
1–2 PM | Main Library, Demonstration Kitchen
Moderator: Regina Black
Sponsored by CALS Adult Programming

Nonfiction: Mayukh Sen is the author of Love, Queenie: 
Merle Oberon, Hollywood’s First South Asian Star, a finalist 
for the 2025 National Book Critics Circle Award for 
Biography. He is a 2026 United States Artists Fellow and 
a 2025 New America Fellow, and he teaches film and 

television reporting and criticism at New York 
University. He lives in Brooklyn, New York. Part 
cultural analysis, part backstage tour, Love in 
the Afternoon, and Evening is a love letter to the 
misunderstood, often-dismissed American genre 
of soap operas.

Nonfiction: Award-winning writer Charlotte Druckman 
is the author of Skirt Steak and creator of the collection 
Women on Food. Her work has appeared in the New York 
Times, the Wall Street Journal, and New York Magazine, 
among others. She lives in New York, where she was born 
and raised. She is the co-author of Love in the Afternoon, 
and Evening.

Quinn Connor, Your Beloved Remains;  
Carrie Lee South, In the Woods They Wait
1–2 PM | Main Library, Darragh Center
Moderator: Kat Neilson
Sponsored by Arkansas Times

Fiction: Quinn Connor is one pen in two hands: Robyn 
Barrow and Alex Cronin. Barrow is an art historian of 
the medieval Nordic world and a PhD candidate at the 

University of Pennsylvania. Cronin is a Texan living 
under a Brooklyn zip code, working in PR to fund 
her writing habit. Whether Barrow is wandering the 
Far North or Cronin is chasing down homemade 
pasta in Prospect Heights, they write all the 
time. It’s their preferred form of conversation. 

Fascination turns to obsession in Your Beloved Remains as two women drag each 
other into an academic horror of forgery, murder, and rage. Archivist Celia Kiel 
resides on the remote campus of fictional Basin College in Arkansas and commits 
herself to maintaining the legacy of Basin’s founder, 19th-century writer Beatrice 
Donahue. While the college faces closure, Celia will have to join forces with her 
professional rival Joan Harriot in order to forge the completion of Beatrice’s 
found final manuscript.

Fiction: Carrie Lee South earned her MFA at the Arkansas 
Writers Workshop at the University of Central Arkansas, 
where she served as the fiction editor for the literary 

magazine Arkana. She is currently the fiction 
editor at Story Bottle Co. In In the Woods They 
Wait, a park ranger at Arkansas’s Devil’s Den 
State Park becomes obsessed with the case of a 
missing child—a case that mirrors the disappear-
ance of her own brother, whom she lost in the 

woods many years ago. This enthralling page-turner asks how far you would go 
for a sense of closure—and what you would be willing to face to get it.



SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

Writers in the Schools 
(WITS) Initiative
Writers in the Schools (WITS), a key outreach 
initiative of the Six Bridges Book Festival, brings 
festival authors into area schools to talk with 
students about their work and the writing process. 
Students have the opportunity to meet working 
writers, explore their own creativity, and receive 
free books for their home libraries.

This year’s participating authors include Andrew 
Porter, Annie Hartnett, Ayana Gray, Beronda 
Montgomery, Charly Palmer, Deesha Philyaw,  
Eli Cranor, Emily Soderberg, Judy Batalion, Karen 
Dukess, Nathan Harris, Nikesha Elise Williams, 
Quinn Connor, Razan Abdin, and T. L. Simpson.

WITS is made possible through generous support 
from the Riggs Benevolent Fund, the Brown Chair 
in English Literacy at the University of Arkansas, 
and the Community Literacies Collaboratory.

An Evening  
with Ariel Lawhon
Author of The Pirate Queen
Sunday, October 4 | 5–8:30 PM
Ron Robinson Theater
A festival fundraising event ($100/ticket)
Full Event Schedule
5:00–6:30 PM: Cocktail hour with heavy hors d’oeuvres
6:30–7:30 PM: Presentation with Ariel Lawhon
7:30–8:30 PM: Book signing 
Moderator: Erin O’Leary Morgan
Ariel Lawhon is an award-winning, bestselling author 
of historical fiction. Her books have been translated 
into numerous languages and have been Good Morning 
America Book Club, Library Reads, One Book One 
County, Indie Next, Costco, Amazon Spotlight, and Book 
of the Month Club selections. She lives in the rolling 
hills outside Nashville, Tennessee. The Pirate Queen is a 
sweeping historical adventure inspired by the life of Grace 
O’Malley, the legendary Irish folk heroine. A swashbuckling 
coming-of-age saga set in sixteenth-century Ireland, it 
follows O’Malley from her childhood through marriage, 
motherhood, and her complicated navigation of her role as 
a leader and fighter.
Host committee: Best Ever Book Club, Bookends Book 
Club, Susan and Robin Borné, Audrey and Don Evans
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Ben Fountain, Rasputin Swims the Potomac; Paige Lewis, Canon
5:30–6:30 PM | Main Library, Adult Programming Room
Moderator: Jay Jennings

Fiction: Ben Fountain’s work has received the National 
Book Critics Circle Award for Fiction, the PEN/Hemingway 
Award, the Los Angeles Book Prize for Fiction, and a 

Whiting Writers Award, and has been a finalist for 
the National Book Award and runner-up for the 
Dayton Literary Peace Prize. He lives in North 
Carolina. In the novel Rasputin Swims the Potomac, 
a two-term incumbent president is campaigning 
for a constitutionally dubious third term. Desperate 

to retain power, he enlists the mystical pro wrestler Rasputin to help ensure his 
reelection and guarantee additional seasons of his presidential reality TV show, The 
Real West Wing. But as Rasputin’s appeal threatens to exceed the president’s, the 
campaign finds itself trapped in a spandex-clad destiny no number of executive 
orders can control. Hilarious, compelling, and tragically relevant, Rasputin Swims 
the Potomac is both an escape and a warning, a scathing satire that explores the 
twists and turns of American democracy as it hurtles toward authoritarianism.

Fiction: Paige Lewis is the author of the poetry collection 
Space Struck and the novel Canon. They teach at the 
University of Iowa and coedited Another Last Call: Poems 

on Addiction and Deliverance along with Kaveh 
Akbar. In Canon, two unlikely heroes embark on 
quests to win God’s favor in this outrageously 
entertaining, profoundly heartfelt novel. As 
their journeys unfold in a series of unforgettable 
adventures, Yara and Adrena are propelled toward 

each other and transformative revelations about life, death, and destiny in this 
intensely captivating, irreverent epic.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
Creative Writing Workshop
2–4 PM | Terry Library, Meeting Room
Instructor: Jobe
This fiction workshop invites writers of all levels to explore the building 
blocks of story—character, voice, and scene—through fun prompts and 
guided discussion.

Exploring the Dream: A Writing Workshop Using Surrealism
2–4 PM | Dee Brown Library, Meeting Room
Instructor: SJ Poulton
Inspired by the Surrealism Beyond Borders exhibition, this workshop invites 
writers of all experience levels to explore dreams, the uncanny, and the 
creative unconscious. Through surrealist art, short readings, writing exercises, 
and discussion, participants will experiment with new sources of inspiration 
and generate new work.
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Allison Alford, Good Daughtering: The Work You’ve Always Done, 
the Credit You’ve Never Gotten, and How to Finally Feel Like Enough;  
Jennifer Case, The Carework Project: Reckoning with Love, Labor, 
and the Living World
5:30–6:30 PM | Main Library, Darragh Center
Moderator: Jennifer O’Brien

Nonfiction: Dr. Allison Alford is a communication 
expert, author, and speaker whose work centers on the 
often invisible roles women play in their families and 

communities—especially the overlooked labor 
performed by adult daughters. Good Daughtering: 
The Work You’ve Always Done, the Credit You’ve 
Never Gotten, and How to Finally Feel Like Enough 
invites readers to name and reframe the emotional, 
logistical, and cognitive labor daughters provide.

Nonfiction: Jennifer Case is the author of Sawbill: A 
Search for Place, and her essays have appeared in journals 
such as the Rumpus, Orion, Ecotone, and North American 

Review. She teaches at the University of 
Central Arkansas and serves as an assistant 
nonfiction editor at Terrain.org. Part memoir 
and part cultural reflection, The Carework Project: 
Reckoning with Love, Labor, and the Living World 
combines intimate storytelling with research, 

interviews, and visual art to explore what care means in a time of climate crisis, 
inviting readers to envision a world where care is not a burden but a source of 
mutual renewal and belonging.

Christina Lauren, The Romance Revival
5:30–6:30 PM | Ron Robinson Theater
Moderator: Regina Black

Fiction: Christina Lauren is the combined pen name 
of longtime writing partners and best friends Christina 
Hobbs and Lauren Billings. The #1 international bestselling 

coauthor duo has produced 20 New York Times 
bestselling novels, including Love and Other 
Words, The Unhoneymooners, Autoboyography, The 
True Love Experiment, The Paradise Problem, and 
Tangled Up In You. In The Romance Revival, one 
fateful accident erases a troubled marriage from 

memory—and love gets one extraordinary do-over. When a tragic accident takes 
her husband Luca from her, Emery breaks every rule to bring him back. And 
Luca would probably thank her for it, if only he could remember her. It may be a 
miracle of science, but for Emery it’s her one shot at a second chance.

     



WELCOME TO LIBRARY SQUARE SPECIAL THANKS
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Executive Director: Nate Coulter

Deputy Executive Director: Kate Matthews

Festival Coordinator: Drew Herget

Chief Communications  
and Engagement Officer: Tameka Lee

Chief Financial Officer: Jo Spencer

Director of Programming: Ellen Samples

Adult Programming Coordinator: Heather Zbinden

Youth Services Coordinator: Amanda Orgel

Volunteer Coordinator: Mattie Thacker

Web Designer: Jeff Matika

Ron Robinson Theater Manager: Joey Cole 

AV: Nathan Smith

Editor: Ali Welky

Graphic Designer: Robin Stauffer-Turner 

Little Readers Rock Chair: Sarah Labuda

Fest Guides Chair: Ginger Young

Marketing: Maria Aguilar,  
Kaitlin Davidson, LaReina Fuentes-Cook,  

Cassandra Kwarteng, and Jessica McDaniel

Fundraising: Eliza Borné, Linda Ellis, and Hannah Saulters

Special thanks to ESSE Purse Museum & Store  
and White Water Tavern for supporting the 

 festival by providing space for festival sessions.

We also extend our thanks to the CALS staff members 
who helped with hosting, setup, and various festival tasks: 

Adeeja Anderson, Cyndi Barron-Harris, Sarah Griffiths, 
Courtney Jones, Diane Keisler, John Miller, Skylar Nelsen, 

Amanda Orgel, Mary Osteen, Natasha Phillips, Latina Sheard, 
Kevin Urdaneta, Justin Vess, Jakeob Ward, and Debra Wood

Talent Committee:
Teresa Bishop, Leslie Blanchard, Kevin Brockmeier, Sonia Brown, 

Jet Butler, Jeffrey Condran, Daniel Ford, Sonya Fritz, Garbo 
Hearne, Frederick McKindra, Beth Quarles, Susan Santa Cruz, 

Vaughn Scribner, Shanna Weathersby, and Kandi West

Available at Ron Robinson Theater

2026 Six Bridges Book Festival 
T-shirt $20 or Canvas Tote Bag $15

Located in downtown Little Rock’s River Market District, CALS 
Library Square has plenty to explore. While you’re here for the 
festival, take some time to see all Library Square has to offer.

Official Booksellers of the  
2026 Six Bridges Book Festival

Main Library
9 AM–6 PM, Monday–Saturday
Explore six newly renovated floors with books and 
resources for all ages, dedicated youth spaces, 
teaching kitchens, a makerspace, production 
studio, podcast rooms, and rooftop terrace.

Bobby L. Roberts Library  
of Arkansas History & Art
10 AM–5 PM, Tuesday–Friday 
Noon–4 PM, Saturday
Explore Arkansas history, art, genealogy, 
archives, and special collections, including 
the Butler Center for Arkansas Studies and 
Encyclopedia of Arkansas.

Rock It! Lab
A partnership between CALS and Advancing 
Black Entrepreneurship (ABE), featuring the 
River Shop, Start Up Café, 501 Makers Space, 
and Village coworking space.

Ron Robinson Theater
CALS’s 315-seat movie theater and performance  
venue—and home to several Six Bridges Book 
Festival sessions.

E AT  + S H O P
Boulevard Bread Co. | Main Library
8 AM–3 PM, Monday–Saturday
Coffee, sandwiches, salads, sweets,  
and grab-and-go meals.

Chocolate Spoon Bake Shoppe 
Rock It! Lab
11 AM–3 PM, Wednesday–Friday 
10 AM–3 PM, Saturday
Fresh-baked sweets and treats inside  
the River Shop.

Ron Robinson Theater
Concessions are available during  
festival sessions.

Library Square Books
Noon–5 PM, Wednesday–Friday 
Noon–4 PM, Saturday
Shop CALS’s used bookstore,  
where most books are $2–$8.

PA R K I N G  +  
S AT U R D AY  S H U T T L E
Parking is available in the CALS parking deck 
on Rock Street and the Main Library parking 
lot, with validation available for both. Street 
parking and other public lots and garages are 
also available downtown.

Saturday: Park at the Clinton Presidential 
Center and ride the free festival shuttle to  
2nd and Rock Streets from 9 AM–3 PM.
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